MSS Status window – instructions for use

MSStatus allows an IPSC stats director to see at a glance the status of the competition he is scoring. Two windows are provided; the left hand pane shows the number of competitors left to complete each stage of the competition and the right hand pane shows which stages have yet to be completed for each competitor while disregarding any competitor that has not yet been scored for a stage.

It does this by examining a backed up CAB file created by WinMSS using the sequence:

Competition – Match – Export/Backup…

From the main WinMSS window.

Installation

Unzip the files from msstatus.zip to any directory. There are three files in this zip file: This information document, the msstatus.exe file and a copy of the Cabinet extract program.

The program extract.exe should be placed in the path of the current windows system, typically in c:\windows or c:\windows\command.

Optionally, create a shortcut to the msstatus.exe program from a folder or the windows desktop.

Configuration

It is necessary to configure msstatus to point to the WinMSS cab file that contains the backup of the current match.

Click on Browse and select the CAB file. By default this will be:

C:\Program Files\WinMSS\back\WinMSS.cab

Running the program

Msstatus takes up no Windows resources when dormant and so may be left in background when not in use. To see the status of the competition, use WinMSS to create a backup CAB file and then click on Update within msstatus.

To preview and print the results, click on Print Preview and print the status of the competition using Windows Notepad.

Technical Notes

A file containing the name of the WinMSS backup directory is stored in the Windows temporary directory pointed to by the TEMP environment variable.

Copies of the XML files stored in the WinMSS CAB file are also stored in the TEMP directory.

The XML files are automatically deleted after msstatus has finished with them.

Printing is performed by creating a temporary file and opening that file in Windows Notepad.

